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Stop by and see the beautiful tree and decorations!

On December 6th, many of you came and helped us breathe holiday spirit
into the R.D. Pike Building for the 2nd annual decorating event. Cookies,
hot cider, Christmas music, and lots of great ornaments all around! While
the temperature was cold, the tree lights went on at twilight, warming the
hearts of all in attendance and everyone who drives by the property this
holiday season. Stop and see the terrific blue spruce (donated by a
community member), the candles in the windows, the fancy ice luminaries
and the dazzling porch pots at the front steps. Thanks very much to all
who attended and helped decorate the tree! Swing into the hatchery after
dark during the next few weeks and see the cheer!

Restorations will begin in the Spring!

We hope all of you are excited to see the new renovations to the exterior
of the R.D. Pike Building by the State of Wisconsin in 2026. By partnering
with the State while the contractors are on-site, our goal is to see the
grand front porch rebuilt at the same time. The stunning and inviting
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porch (see photo below) was the visual
centerpiece of the building prior to its
deterioration and removal in the late
1950's. Many of you have asked that it
be rebuilt and we want that to be a
reality while the historical restoration is
underway next year. We are nearly
halfway to our fundraising goal for the
porch reconstruction. You can help us in
this effort and make a donation in the
following ways: ﻿

﻿1) Click here to go directly to our PayPal
site and make a secure donation:
https://www.paypal.com/donate/?
hosted_button_id=JZ85AHH8YB3GY

2) You can mail a check directly to The
Friends of the R.D. Pike Building, Inc.,
PO Box 511 Washburn, WI 54891
3) Contact us by email at
friendsrdpike@gmail.com to discuss a
structured donation.
Thank you for all of your help and
support with this project!

Valentine's Day Silent Auction!
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This past August,
many of you came
to the "Picnic,
Petals & Paintings
at The Pike" event,
showcasing the
gardens and
recreating the
picnics that were
once held on the
grounds in the
1900's. Local artists sketched, painted and graciously donated their
wonderful work to the Friends for auction! The work by each of these
artists is just amazing. Views of the iconic building, the flower gardens,
the ponds south of the building and more. They are stunning! The
paintings just finished a week long residency at Old National Bank in
Washburn. In early January, they will go on display at Northern State
Bank in Ashland, Wisconsin. We will also begin highlighting each of them
on our social media channels right after the holidays. Please mark your
calendars. On Valentines Day weekend 2026, we will be holding a 3-day
silent auction through the Friends' website. All funds generated will go to
the porch restoration project. More details will be listed in our next email.
We guarantee you are going to want to see these and perhaps bid to have
a piece of local history. We are excited to unveil these local artists
amazing abilities and interpretations.

 

From all of us at the Friends of the R.D. Pike Building, we wish
you a safe, peaceful and enjoyable Holiday Season!
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