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THE RENOVATION BEGINS!!

 

Greetings!

Celebrating Terrific News!

 

On May 7th, 2025, the Wisconsin State Building Commission voted to approve
a substantial capital investment project for the Bayfield State Fish Hatchery!
These much needed upgrades will ensure ongoing vital fish production, building
renovation and enhance the overall visitor experience. More than 5,000 people
visit this iconic property each year. Additionally, we are overjoyed to announce
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that major restoration work was also approved for the now 128 year old R.D.
Pike Building! The grand old building is going to get much needed repairs with
a new roof, new siding and soffit and fascia, structural repairs to the historic
brownstone, window repair and preservation and more! This is just fabulous
news. 2026 is going to be a very busy year at the hatchery! The work is
scheduled to begin in February of 2026, and be completed before the end of
the fall of 2026. Full details, timelines and specifics on the entire project scope
can be found here: https://www.friendsofrdpike.org/post/major-renovation-
project-approved-for-historic-bayfield-fish-hatchery-and-the-r-d-pike-building.
This is a huge step forward and the vital work allows us to continue educating,
preserving and sharing with the public, the terrific stories of the history of the
building, the people who worked here, and the fish that they raised both then
and now. The Friends will soon release a detailed plan to raise funds to restore
the original majestic veranda that adorned the building when it was constructed
in 1897 and to begin remediation to the interior so we can start showing visitors
in this glorious and historic space!

 

Don't Forget! June 7th, 2025 from 10a.m.- 2p.m. Outdoor Adventure Day!
Information here: https://www.friendsofrdpike.org/event-list
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In the next edition of Happenings at the Hatchery, we'll be introducing you to
"LEO". We will explore some amazing technology, a terrific opportunity, and
how grateful we are to the students and staff at the University of Wisconsin-
Milwaukee's School of Architecture & Urban Planning as the State Crest from
the front of the building gets re-created!

 
 
 
 

Donate Now About/Support History Events
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