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Would you care to join us on the porch?
 

 

 
The State of Wisconsin will begin exterior renovations to the R.D. Pike
Building in early 2026. The Friends group is now at a critical juncture. The
first picture above shows the stunning grand porch when the building
was constructed in 1897. The second photo shows the porch being
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removed in the early 1960's. The bottom photo shows the building as it
sits today. We are diligently working to raise $400,000 to re-create the
porch. Work is already underway on a newly built Wisconsin State Crest
which will sit proudly at the top of the new porch. This project involves
resetting the original roof lines and anchor points, and establishing
positions for the columns and contours of the porch as they were
originally constructed. Since the exterior renovation was announced in
late May of this year, we have worked tirelessly to raise awareness
through speaking engagements, exhibiting at community events and
summer festivals, business group presentations, grant writing and more.
We have enjoyed meeting and talking with so many of you! Now, we are
asking for your help as well. Will you make a tax-deductible donation and
work with us to Re-Awaken History? You can help complete the porch by
making a donation as follows:

1) Click here to go directly to our PayPal site and make a secure donation:
https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button_id=JZ85AHH8YB3GY

2) You can mail a check directly to The Friends of the R.D. Pike Building,
Inc., PO Box 511 Washburn, WI 54891

3) You can reach out by email to discuss a structured or private donation
at friendsrdpike@gmail.com and we will respond promptly.

In 1897, it took the ENTIRE community to support the construction of this
wonderful Hatchery Building which still proudly raises fish for the public
to this day, 128 years later. The restoration effort underway has the very
same spirit. Read more below about a grant received from a Community
Business partner and how you too, can help this cause. We thank you!

 

Save the date and let's celebrate!
Christmas Tree decorating December 6th, 2025

Join us on Saturday, December 6th, 2025 at the R.D. Pike Building. We'll
gather in the afternoon (time coming in next month's email) and we will
once again bring the holidays to light! Light refreshments will be served
and Holiday music will be in the air! Everyone told us they really enjoyed
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the 2024 event so let's do it again and show our holiday spirit! Until our
next issue of "Happenings at the Hatchery", be safe, enjoy the crisp fall
air and the beautiful colors of the season. (And don't forget to see some
splendid colors at the hatchery too, happening now!)
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